
NATURALISTS 

CommuniTyler! 

A huge thank you to the dedicated volunteers who participated in the 
2025 CommuniTyler event at Fountain Rock Park.  Under the leader-
ship of Pat Brown and Deb Portney, this group tackled projects in-
cluding invasive species removal and native plantings in the Hack-
berry Ridge area and the bird feeding area adjacent to the nature 
center. Thank you to all who were involved in the planning and exe-
cution of this event. We hope to see everyone next year!  
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Well, it has been a whirlwind of a Spring here in 
Frederick County with numerous park and 
community events to keep us busy. The official 
start to Summer is just around the corner, and, 
as the warmer months arrive, park visitors enjoy 
the fruits of our labor...beautiful pollinator 
gardens, a clean stream, and fewer invasive 
plants in the natural areas. Thank you to 
everyone who coordinated a table at an event, 
volunteered at a park work day, or solicited 
speakers for upcoming classes.  

Members of the Nature Council are looking 
forward  to the Annual Butterfly Count to be held 
the last Sunday in July at Catoctin Creek Park. 
Others are busy with preparations for the many 
Fall events including the Fall 2025 Maryland 
Master Naturalist Class, the Native Plant Sale, 
work days at Catoctin Creek, the Nature Summit, 
and Native Plant Seed Swap! More info within! 

Children’s Festival at Baker Park 

A little rain, okay, a lot of rain, was not 
going to deter the fun at the Annual 
Children’s Festival. When the event 
was moved from Baker Park to the 
Recreation Center on Saturday, April 
26th, participating organizations al-
tered their displays and welcomed 
hundreds of curious family members 
throughout the day. Our Master Natu-
ralist table focused on Vertebrates—
Mammal and Birds, and it’s safe to say 
that “kids” of all ages enjoyed themselves as they matched the furs, tracks, 
scat replicas, and finger puppets for various mammals of Maryland. Visitors 
explored the relationships between diet and beak adaptations while playing 
a somewhat “messy” Bird Beak game. Everyone who stopped by the table 
had the opportunity to document their backyard bird sightings in a unique 
Citizen Science project coordinated by Master Naturalist Tiffiny Winkler.   



 

Butterfly Meadow Garden at Catoctin Creek Park 
 

This year the Nature Council will be supporting the expansion of the 
Butterfly Meadow Garden at Catoctin Creek Park. We are looking for a 
volunteer/Master Naturalist to take the lead in coordinating the project 
which will involve planning, selection and acquisition of native plants, 
coordination of work days for installation and initial maintenance. The 
goal is to have the garden completed prior to the Nature Summit for 
the Maryland Recreation and Parks Association on October 10, 2025. 

"In early June the world of leaf and blade and 
flowers explodes, and every sunset is different."  

–John Steinbeck, The Winter of Our Discontent. 

Frederick County Nature Council Update 

  Officer Elections for 2025-2026 fiscal year have been 
postponed until the meeting scheduled for June 16, 
2025. If you have participated in two or more Nature 
Council meetings since July 2024, you are eligible to 
vote. Please make every effort to attend the June 
2025 meeting and vote! We need a quorum! 
 
For more information on the Frederick County Nature 
Council, a member of the Frederick County Associa-
tion of Recreation Councils, visit our website at  
naturecouncilfc.org. 

Raise the Racks 

Raise the Racks at Catoctin Creek Nature Park was held on Saturday March 
29th. The weather cooperated and the Purple Martins were waiting for the 
racks to go up so they could claim a home! Fountain Rock Nature Center and 
Frederick County Nature Council shared a table. Frederick Bird Club and Wild-
life Habitat Advisor Program shared the adjacent table inside the  Nature Cen-
ter. We shared loads of information, chatted with many visitors, and played the 
Bird Beak game. Deb Portney, Pat Brown, and Barb Dunnington volunteered 
at our displays.  

City Nature Challenge 2025….and 2026! 

Thank you Master Naturalists for playing a role in Team Frederick's participa-
tion in the City Nature Challenge this past April 25-28. County-wide we exceed-
ed our goals in this international competition to document wild plants, animals, 
and fungi for community science. Officially 246 Observers in Frederick County, 
documented 1,332 species by uploading 7,114 observations in iNaturalist. 
Over 20 community partners led hikes, bioblitzes, trainings, and more. Mark 
your calendars now for next year's Challenge: April 24-27, 2026. To get a jump 
on planning for next year, contact Carey Murphy at careymurphy@aol.com.   
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Native Plant Sale 

Planning is underway for the Annual Fountain Rock Native 
Plant Sale which is coordinated by Tiffany Winkler and a team 
of Master Naturalists. The event will take place in August/
September 2025.  Orders must be placed online in advance. 
The link to the ordering site may be accessed via the Nature 
Council website, naturecouncilfc.org, available in mid-late Au-
gust.  
 
Choose from a wide variety of herbaceous natives for all grow-
ing conditions. Consult the helpful information provided on the 
website for specific needs (sun/part sun/shade and moist condi-
tions/drought tolerant species). Plant orders will be available for 
pick-up on Saturday, September 20th. Plant sorting will take 
place at Fountain Rock the day prior to pick up. If you are inter-
ested in volunteering to sort plants, stage orders, or assist on 
plant pick-up day, watch for the announcements in email to sign 
up. 
 
This is the primary fundraiser event for the Maryland Master 
Naturalists of Frederick County and the Frederick County Na-
ture Council.  Funding helps to support many projects at both 
Fountain Rock Park and Catoctin Creek Parks and throughout 
the county.  Please help us to spread the word to have a suc-
cessful event! A flyer will be available for distribution prior to the 
event. Find us on Facebook:  Fountain Rock Native Plant Sale 

 

Fall 2025 Master Naturalist Class 
 

This fall Fountain Rock Nature Center and the Frederick County Na-
ture Council will sponsor another Maryland Master Naturalist training 
class for the piedmont region. Classes will be held from 8am-2:30pm 
weekly on Fridays, typically at Fountain Rock unless otherwise speci-
fied for a particular topic. While we have several candidates who 
have expressed interest in this year’s class, there are still openings 
available! Help get the word out to fill the class!  Interested individu-
als should contact Kelly at kcrittenden@frederickcountymd.gov.  

Nature Summit at Catoctin Creek Park 

As a representative of the Maryland Parks and Recreation As-
socition (MRPA) and Parks and Resource Conservation (PARC 
Branch), Kelly announced that Frederick County will host a Na-
ture Summit at Catoctin Creek Park and Nature Center on 
Wednesday, October 10, 2025. This is a one-day conference 
where we will be inviting people from across the state to hear 
our naturalists speak on their topics of choice. This will be a 
wonderful opportunity to showcase all the great work that is go-
ing on at Catoctin Creek Nature Center and Fountain Rock Na-
ture Center.  
 
Planning for the big event is underway. Kelly has requested that 
any Master Naturalists who are interested in presenting for the 
event contact her directly at kcrittenden@frederickcountymd.gov. 
 
The Frederick County Nature Council will help to sponsor the 
event. More information regarding volunteer opportunities on 
the day of the event will be forthcoming.  
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Volunteer Opportunities Frederick County Parks & Rec  

Catoctin Creek Park & Nature Center:  

Family Fishing June 7 10 AM-12 PM Middletown Park-Help families with 
set up of fishing rods, removing fish from hooks, and baiting hooks. 
  
Fairy House Building with Your Favorite Person Sunday June 15 from 
11 AM-12:30 PM-Helping with set up and during the program. 
  

National Ice Cream Day July 20 12-1:30 PM-Helping participants get their 
supplies. 

(Contact Daniel Cook if you are interested in assisting with these events.) 

 

 

 

 

Fountain Rock Park & Nature Center:  

Group Weed Pulls On Fridays at Fountain Rock Nature Center, a small 

group of dedicated Weed Warriors battle invasives and plant native plants. 

If you would like to join us for any session, contact either Deb Portney 

at dlportney@yahoo.com or Kelly Crittenden 

at kcrittenden@frederickcountymd.gov.  

Adopt-A-Garden Help is needed to manage the three pollinator gardens 

planted in the county parks in 2024 as well as with the beds surrounding 

the park office buildings and the Three Sisters Garden at Fountain Rock. 

Contact Kelly Crittenden if you are interested. 

Facilitators for Fall 2025 Master Naturalist Class Help is needed to coor-

dinate thank you notes/small gifts for the instructors. Help is also needed 

weekly throughout the class which will run from 8am to 2:30pm on Fridays 

in September through December.  Contact Kelly Crittenden 

at kcrittenden@frederickcountymd.gov if you are interested. 

Moving Rocks!  Through a generous donation Fountain Rock Park re-

ceived tons of rocks for use in stabilizing the areas surrounding the ponds. 

Help moving and placing rocks would be greatly appreciated! Contact Kelly 

if you are interested.  
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Volunteer Opportunities – Nature Council  
 

Catoctin Creek Butterfly Meadow Garden Coordina-
tor—help is needed to lead the efforts to plan, acquire na-
tive plants and coordinate installation and initial watering 
and maintenance for the expanded butterfly meadow gar-
den at Catoctin Creek Park. Please contact Amy Duray at 
amy.e.duray@gmail.com if you are interested. 
 
Annual Butterfly Count at Catoctin Creek Park—help 
is needed in advance to advertise the event and on the 
day of the event to coordinate forms, distribute supplies, 
assist participants as needed, assist with a “sweep” of the 
park for butterfly species following the event. Event begins 
at 10am and runs through noon on Sunday, July 27. 

Advanced Training Opportunities 

Zoom Presentations Sponsored by the Nature Council:  

 DON’T MISS THIS TONIGHT!  
 Venom -  
 Kerry Wixted, Nature Educator 
 Wednesday, June 4th, 7:00 pm 

Read more details and register at naturecouncilfc.org 
 

Spring and Summer Lecture Series at Fountain Rock Park -   
Croaking Chorus, Wednesday, July 23, 6:00-7:30pm 
Marvelous Macros, Thursday, August 14, 6:00-7:30pm 
Maryland Techtonics, Wednesday, August 20, 6:00-7:30 pm 

Register now at Recreater.com 

   Volunteer Opportunities– Cunningham Falls  

Stay tuned for details on future invasive weed pulls and tree plant-
ing events!  Interested in these opportunities? Contact Claudia Pa-
dilla, Lead Park Ranger, Cunningham Falls & Gambrill State Parks, 
at claudia.padilla@maryland.gov  

Master Naturalist Book Club 
Seven enthusiastic women met outdoors on a beautiful day May 12th to dis-
cuss Melissa Sevigny's Brave the Wild River.  Everyone shared interesting 
observations about the story and author. Our June meeting will be our sec-
ond social one on Monday, June 16th, 3:00 pm, at Catoctin Creek Nature 
Center. Carolyn will read her short story from the Master Naturalist Antholo-
gy, and Rebecca will share her doctorate thesis abstract. On July 14th we 
will discuss our first sci-fi selection: Semiosis, the first of a triology by Sue 
Burke. Later readings will be Raising Hare: A Memoir, by Chloe Dalton, and 
A Woman Among Wolves: My Journey Through Forty Years of Wolf Recov-
ery, by Diane Boyd. If you are interested in participating, please contact 
Lynne at lynne@marq3.net. 

Next Master Naturalist Meeting August 1st from 6-8pm   

Quarterly Master Naturalist meetings will be held at Fountain Rock Nature Center. 

Mark your calendar and plan to join us to discuss ongoing projects, new volunteer 

opportunities, the Nature Summit, plans for the Fall 2025 Master Naturalist class, and 

advanced training. Hang out with like-minded folks and share ideas.  



 

 Find Us on Social Media  

 
 

Maryland Master Naturalists of Frederick County 

Frederick County Nature Council 

@naturecouncilfc 

   Future Newsletter Content & Deadline  

Would you like to include something in an upcoming quarterly Master 
Naturalist newsletter?  The next issue (3Q2025) will be released on 
Monday, August 25th. Please provide any content to be included to   
dana.colllingwood@gmail.com by Friday, August 22nd. Thanks! 

Send errors, omissions, or corrections to dana.collingwood@gmail.com 

Mark Your Calendars—Save the Dates! 

June 4  - Advanced Training VENOM (Zoom) 

June 16 - Nature Book Club meeting at Catoctin Creek Na-
ture Center 

June 16 -  Nature Council Annual Meeting (Zoom) and vot-
ing for 2025-2026 Officers 

July 21 - Monthly Nature Council Meeting (Zoom) 

July 27 -  Annual Butterfly Count at Catoctin Creek 

August 1 - Master Naturalist Quarterly Meeting at Fountain 
Rock  

Mid/Late August - Native Plant Sale Opens for Online Or-
ders 

September 20 - Native Plant Sale Pick-up 

September 27-28 - Work Days at Catoctin Creek Butterfly 
Meadow Garden 

October 10 - Nature Summit at Catoctin Creek 

November 1 - Native Plant Seed Swap at Fountain Rock 

 

"Live in the sunshine, swim in the sea, drink in the wild 

air." - Ralph Waldo Emerson  


